While blessing is an act of the
senses expressed in word or
gesture, the source and
destination of blessing remain
invisible. Perhaps this is why
water has always been used as
a vehicle of blessing. …
Crucially water is the mother
and vehicle of life. The human
body is over eighty percent
water, and the fertility of the
earth is directly dependent on
it. Given this metaphoric range,
water is the ideal liturgical
vehicle to confer blessing. In
the Christian tradition, water is
always blessed before use; this
is understood to infuse the
water with the energy of Holy
Spirit, the carrier of the Trinity.

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!
And now you are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,
as we prepare our hearts for worship.

God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.
Let us worship God.

“Nimrod” from Enigma Variations

Edward Elgar

This piece represents a specific day in Elgar’s life; depressed and discouraged, he considered
giving up on his compositions. His friend Augustus Jäger encouraged him to keep composing,
referring to Beethoven, who through his worries and deafness continued to write music. “And
that is what you must do”, Jäger said, and began to hum the opening bars of the Sonata
Pathetique, which Elgar subtly quotes throughout this piece. To this day, “Nimrod” is his most
enduring work. Though we may feel worried and discouraged by all that’s happening right now,
its important to remember, like Edward Elgar, to keep going and to never give up.

(tune #607)
(All are invited to hum as we meditate upon the words of praise.)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.
The world belongs to God, the earth and all its people!
How good and how lovely it is to live together in unity!
Move among us now, O God; give us life! Let your people rejoice in you!
Give us again the joy of your grace, and with your liberating Spirit of love, sustain us!
God of All Life, you scatter seeds of grace widely, without condition or exception.
Yet, often your Word falls on our hard hearts and doesn’t take root. Your Love that
brings life gets choked out by our thorny relations—cutting words, stinging deeds,
prejudice with which we are complicit. The generosity you want us to cultivate wilts
under anxiety or self-centered desires for things or money or insatiable pleasure.
In your mercy, plow our lives, break open our hearts, seed forgiveness, and pour out
your Spirit to nourish fertile soil. So may we grow in your love to bear fruit of your
living Word in our world.
(Prayer continues in silence.)
Hear Paul’s promise to the Romans. There is no condemnation, as we are in Christ
Jesus! The Spirit frees us from sin of selfishness to set our hearts and minds on life
and peace. The Spirit of God dwells in us, and we belong to Christ!

God, who raised Jesus from the dead, gives us new life through that Spirit dwelling
in us.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can
separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus!
The Spirit claims us in the waters of baptism and calls us all to ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray, to witness, and to
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
(Please stand and share signs of Christ’s peace with others, remaining in your place of worship.)

“Peace of God Be with You”
Peace of God be with you. Peace of God be with you.
Assalaamu lakum, salaam, salaam. Peace of God be with you.

Maya King Becho, the daughter of Carlos and Lyssa Becho
Owen Patrick Fritz, the son of Cheryl and Cory Fritz
(The Apostles’ Creed, ecumenical version)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God, the Creator,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Let us welcome our newly baptized kin in Christ.
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church
to share with us in ministry, for we are all one in Christ!

Holy God, teach us your way and lead us in your truth along the path of life. We do not
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your Voice. In our hunger for you,
nourish us today and strengthen us for service to Christ in all our days to come. Amen.

Matthew 13:1-9
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
“It Is Well with My Soul”
Matthew 13:18-23
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
“Good Soil”
“Listen! A sower went out to sow.” (Matthew 13:3)

“O Christ, the Great Foundation”
Please keep your masks on while you hum or sing quietly.

O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand
to preach your true salvation in every age and land:
pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,
to keep the faith unbroken as long as worlds endure.
Baptized in one confession, one church in all the earth,
we bear our Lord's impression, the sign of second birth:
one holy people gathered in love beyond our own,
by grace we were invited; by grace we make you known.
Where tyrants' hold is tightened, where strong devour the weak,
where innocents are frightened, the righteous fear to speak,
there let your church awaking attack the powers of sin
and, all their ramparts breaking, with you the victory win.
This is the moment glorious when he who once was dead
shall lead his church victorious, their champion and their head.
The Lord of all creation his heavenly kingdom brings;
the final consummation, the glory of all things.

arr. Larry Sue

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work,
service, and love in all its forms.
Please note: As we leave the Sanctuary, our offering may be placed in plates located
in the aisles.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. ...
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

“Go to the World!”
Go to the world! Go into every place. Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace.
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; the nights of tears give way to joyous day.
As servant church, you follow Christ’s own way. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, for I am with you till the age shall end,
when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!” Alleluia. Alleluia.
(Our congregational response is “Alleluia, Amen!”)

“Toccata” on “Sine Nomine”

David Cherwein

Worship Leaders
Allison Hammond
Dr. Pat Stromsta
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer
Music
Cindy Hunter, Director of Music
Michael Montgomery, Organist
Brian Nederveld, tenor, Vocal Soloist

Handbell Quartet:
Cindy Hunter, Michael Montgomery,
Brian Nederveld, Roland Prevost

Sound
Sound Team members
Ushers
Betty Bennett, Dave Dell, Andy Hamilton,
Liz Hamilton, Mike Hammond,
Don McCloud

In Our Prayers
A letter of sympathy will be sent this week to Mason and Victoria Coleman on the death
of Mason’s stepmother, Ruth Coleman Spalding, in Vero Beach, Florida.

Please go to https://www.shelbygiving.com/
App/Giving/firs321262

Paper checks can still be sent to the church.
321 W. South St. Kalamazoo, MI, 49007.
See the video on different ways to give,
at: https://youtu.be/nr9EFJHyEW8

We began a new study on Thursday,
July 9. The book we are using for this
study is The Psalms for Today, by Beth
Laneel Tanner. This 9-week study is a
thoughtful and engaging look at the psalms,
and will enhance our understanding of who
God is and who we are called to be as
God’s people. After an introductory
chapter, we will study and meditate on
two of the Psalms each eek. Questions
for discussion are included at the end of
each chapter.
The books are $15.00 each and can
be ordered through Amazon or any
bookstore. If you would prefer that your
name be included to a bulk mailing, please
let Pat Stromsta know.

We are excited to announce that we have
found our new Associate for Youth and
Families. Joseph Burrel will join our staff
at the end of July, working with Chrissy
Westbury on everything having to do with
the children and youth programs.
He comes to us with a great deal of
experience, having worked in both
faith-based and secular youth programs,
and brings a lot to the position! Watch
for more details to come soon!

Have a prayer request?
Prayer chain email:
KFPCPrayer@gmail.com
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
July 19
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury

August 2
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer

Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Matthew 14:13-21; Romans 10:5-15
Holy Communion

July 26
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury

August 9
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer

Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Matthew 14:22-33

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,
we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God.

