
“VISITORS FROM THE EAST” ADVENT (WEEK 5) 
YOUTH – 6TH - 12TH GRADES 

 SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: MATTHEW 2:1-12  
 
BEGINNING PRAYER ACTIVITY 
Connecting with the story: 
 
The story of Jesus’ childhood moves to the 
Gospel of Matthew with “Visitors from 
the East.” No longer in a manger, despite 
the visual representation at Christmas 
pageants and nativity sets, these visitors 
find Mary (no mention of Joseph) and the 
child (not a baby) in a house (not a stable). 
It is estimated that their journey took a 
couple of years, and their only map was 
the star that they followed. Tradition gave 
us the number of three magi or wise men, connected to the three gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh but do we really know how many came? There’s another part to 
this story that’s not so merry. This part of the story involves the meeting with King Herod 
who is sweet and polite to the travelers so that he can get as much information from them 
as he can. Then he asks them to return to Jerusalem when they find this new king so that 
he can honor him too. We know that King Herod has no intention of doing this but of 
getting rid of him. The plot thickens when Herod realizes that the magi are not going to 
return to him. He then gives an order to kill all the children in the territory around 
Bethlehem under the age of two. Fortunately, God warned Joseph in a dream to take 
Mary and Jesus to Egypt, where they stay until they move to Nazareth. Though this story 
could have had a tragic ending, we are here to celebrate the joyous outcome. Let’s 
consider a word that explains a spiritual practice used by the magi. Generosity; the 
quality of being kind and generous. How can we see this in the story? How can we live 
this in our daily lives? Let’s begin with saying the prayer below.  
 
 
 



 
Say this prayer:   

God of adventure and wonder, you are with us on every path we take and throughout 
life's journey, open our hearts and minds to help us learn what you desire of our lives. 
Amen! 

 
BIBLE READING 
 
You will need a Bible – whatever one you have floating around your house is fine. Or, 
you can use Biblegateway.com (use the NRSV or CEB translations) or a Bible app 
(search NRSV Bible in your app store).  
 
Read (MATTHEW 2:1-12) or watch the video link! 
https://youtu.be/IAuDT1oBe1o  

THINK ABOUT IT 
After reading the story in Matthew 2:1–12 from the Bible, note that this story occurs 
when Jesus is a child, not an infant, and that it also occurs at a house in Bethlehem, not 
the guest house where Jesus was born. As you read this text, note any images or phrases 
that stand out to you. Note that there are many details that you may feel you know about 
this story such as; how many magi there were, where they came from, or how long they 
traveled? These answers aren’t in the biblical text. Tradition has filled in many of these 
gaps in the text over time. Rather than filling in these gaps with answers, use them as 
spaces for wondering and imagination. The magi brought elaborate gifts to the child 
Jesus. Where can you provide gifts for children in your community who need basic 
necessities? Some younger children would benefit from time with a special older 
teenager, adult or friendly face. You may not have to look very far to see who you can 
empact. The person may be right in your very home, online during a virtual class or a 
youth in your fellowship group. There are many programs that seek volunteers to spend 
time with children, inside and outside the church and the community. How can you 
volunteer or spend special time with a child during our present times? Did you take time 
to give a gift to someone else? If you were looking for a present for Jesus, what would 
you give him? What does Jesus ask of you?  
 
Think About It.. The magi “honored”, and celebrated Jesus or “paid him homage” 
(NRSV). How is it that you honor Jesus each day? In light of the story of the magi, 

https://youtu.be/IAuDT1oBe1o


consider what gifts or abilities you have to give to the ministry of your congregation and 
community. After encountering Jesus, have you ever felt called to take a new route?  
Have you ever felt God was calling you to go on a journey? Would you go even if you 
did not know exactly where He was leading you? If so, reflect on this journey, or think 
about a journey you could take in the future. What gives you the courage to go on this 
journey? If you were going on a long journey, and needed someone with you, who would 
you invite to go? While considering the meaning of the word generosity; what gifts 
would you bring to Jesus? How can you use your gifts and talents to share and care for 
others? Have you ever thought about the way someone else may feel when you give them 
a gift? What emotions would you feel? The story of the visitors from the east helps us 
apply their experience to our own lives and allows us to imagine what kinds of gifts we 
could give and how we can share God’s love with others. Everyone has something they 
can give. Make a commitment or resolution to never lose sight of the true meaning in this 
story. Think of ways you can give of your affections, things, and even your time to 
celebrate someone this New Year!  

CONCLUDING SONG  

https://youtu.be/nF3yJg45NZY  

CHALLENGE WEEK 5! Finish this week’s challenge to have your name entered 
into a monthly prize drawing!  
Complete the word search, work scramble and/or color the drawing below, then take a 
picture to send to Pastor Chrissy or Joseph! Email or text us your picture of your activity 
and/or tell us what you learned from the story this week! Email: 
chrissy.westbury@kalamazoofirstpres.org or joseph.burrel@kalamazoofirstpres.org 
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