
  

"Presence has roots in the Christian wisdom tradition of  
Contemplation … seeing events, people, and issues through the lens 
of “God Consciousness.” We practice letting go of personal agendas, 
our own anger, fear, and judgments. In the empty space created by 
this release, we invite God to speak and we seek to listen. With  
contemplative hearts, we live openly and lead with mercy and  
patience. We embrace our own vulnerability and become generous  
toward the unsettling issues facing us in the here and now. … The 
good news is that the grace of God covers it all. We simply need to 
keep putting one foot in front of the other, engaging the journey that 
emerges. In the end, Presence is a gift of God. Our hope is that we are 
self-aware enough to step aside and receive the gift when it is given.” 

 

~ Susan Beaumont 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 
 

                “Prelude and Fugue in D Major”                                J. S. Bach 

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  

               
God calls us from many places and experiences of life to be here for a little while.  

Among people in all ages, we make our way with hope, questions, joy, and longings. 
As God’s presence was revealed in Jesus’ birth and baptism, God calls us all beloved 
children to seek the way of our Lord and Savior.  

We come to kneel among shepherds and sages. We come to hear the heavenly voice. 
We come to be inspired to proceed in service, guided by the holy light of Christ. 

           “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                    #151 

 
Holy God, you call us to reveal your purpose, made real in Jesus. Yet, we don’t always 
trust and live your baptismal love for us. Selfish preoccupations cloud the radiance of 
your grace. We lack devotion and humility to kneel before Christ. So we languish with 
no strength to stand for Christ before the powerful and beside the vulnerable. We 
turn away from others as poor as shepherds or as strange as magi. Misguided by 
greed, grudges, or insecurity, we stray into paths of fear and conflict. Forgive us, God. 
Send your Spirit anew upon us to raise us and lead us on the way to new life in your 
peace.   

 Prayer continues in silence. 



  

                   “Restore in Us, O God”                               #434 
  Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love; 
  renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 
 

          
 In sovereign love, God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image to live as one community. Loving us still, God acts with justice and mercy to 
redeem us and all creation, freeing us to love God and neighbor.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  
can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ! 

The same Spirt who inspired prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ, 
claims us in waters of baptism and calls us all to work with others for justice, freedom, 
and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you!  

And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting 
personal need for distance and levels of comfort. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”      #547 
  “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
  Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
  Go, my children, with my blessing; you are my own.” 

       
Holy One, giver of all light and life, open our hearts and minds to seek Jesus Christ. 
Help us trust the power and promise of your grace in him, which never falters.  
By the gift of your Holy Spirit, reveal to us your way in your Word,  
and lead us to offer our lives to you in love and service. Amen.  
 

       Matthew 2:1-12 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God



 

“New Year”                                           J. Rutter

   Luke 3:1-6, 15-17, 21-22 
 For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the word of God 

within us, 
  Thanks be to God 

              “A New Way Home”  
“… they left for their own country by another road.” (Matthew 2:12) 

“Prepare the way of the Lord … ” (Luke 3:4, 6) 

                  “Sing of God Made Manifest”                       #156

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

“Andantino” Reinhold Gliere

Turn your eyes to the light; 
cast away the works of darkness, 
let them go. 
Turn your eyes to the light. 
  
Turn your face to the sun; 
feel the warmth, the hope of 
new beginnings with each year. 
  
The light was always there, 
if we could but see it; 
and warmth was in the air, 
if we’d known how to feel. 
  
Turn your eyes to the light, 
turn your face to the sun: 
new light, new hope, new year. 

Turn your ears to the sound; 
somewhere near, a voice is calling. 
Hear the news, 
turn your ears to the sound. 
  
Turn your heart to the love; 
Christ is come to bring the world new life, 
to bring new life. 
  
The voice is always there, 
if the world will hear it, 
and love is always there, 
if you search in your heart. 
  
Turn your ears to the sound, 
turn your heart to the love: 
new life, new love, new year, 
this good New Year. 



  

   “As with Gladness Men of Old”                         #150 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 
 

(continuing to pray in unison)  
After all the parties and presents, O God, we begin our journey into a new year. We 
offer you our hearts, with all our varieties of gifts and ways of service, to be used for 
your communion of goodness. Fill us with your true gift of love. Guide us by your true 
light of peace, in the name of Emmanuel, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

   The table is now made ready . . .   
   The Lord be with you, 
  and also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God. 
   Let us give thanks to God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, dear God… with all our sister and brother disciples gone before us  
and those now beside us, with the whole realm of nature around us in earth, sea,  
and sky, we praise you from our hearts for your unending greatness: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The flowers in the Chancel are given to the glory of God  
in loving memory of John Houts from Connie, Sarah, and Martha. 

Come among us now, O God, in Christ … Empower us to share your life with the 
world, loving and serving in the way you teach us to pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

   
To receive the elements: beginning with the front rows, please come forward by the center aisle 
and return to your seat by a side aisle. Approach the ministers with your hands cupped to receive 
the bread (all is gluten-free). Then pick up your cup and return to your seat. Upon receiving the 
Sacrament, you may wish to respond by saying, “Amen”. If you prefer to remain seated and 
receive the elements, please raise your hand, and communion will be served to you in your pew.  

 
Loving and gracious God, from east and west, north and south, you have gathered us 
at your table, received us as your beloved, and nourished us for life with you. Now 
send us with the gift of your Spirit to serve as a blessing to all our neighbors, radiating 
the light of your peace and joy, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.     

     

                “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”                    #163 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)      

                  “Fugue in F Major”                                 Johann Pachelbel
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Throughout the pandemic, the Health Ministries Committee and the Session of FPC have 
encouraged careful monitoring of the science, following the guidelines set forth by the 

experts at the Center for Disease Control. The CDC has strongly recommended that  
people in areas where there is Substantial or High Spread of the Covid-19 virus and its 
variants - regardless of vaccination status - wear masks when gathering indoors with 
people outside their household. For this reason, we are requiring that all people who  

enter the church building mask up, as long as Kalamazoo County remains in the  
Substantial Spread area. Let's do our part to protect one another and stop this thing  

before it gets out of hand again!   

 

Tuesdays, January 18 – February 22 at noon, meeting in the Library 
 
Due to unforeseen difficulty acquiring the previous book, Pastor Seth Weeldreyer has 
altered plans for our next group reflection. We will explore Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 
centering on Amy-Jill Levine’s book Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s Guide to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. You can find this book through your favorite local bookstore or at 
Amazon! Levine writes: “The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, contains some of Je-
sus’ most profound and most memorable teachings. What might these teachings have 
meant to his disciples, and to the others who first heard them? How, if we pay careful 
attention to his words, does Jesus provide us a road map to living as God would have us 
live?” Here’s a schedule for our discussion: 
            January 18    Introduction and Chapter 1: The Beatitudes 
            January 25    Chapter 2: The Extensions 
            February 1    Chapter 3: Practicing Piety 
            February 8    Chapter 4: Our Father 
            February 15  Chapter 5: Finding Your Treasure 
            February 22  Chapter 6: Living into the Kingdom 
 
We will return to John Bell’s book Living with the Psalms for the season of Lent. Pastor 
Seth will order copies of the book for anyone interested. Let him know if you’d like one! 

In lieu of Sunday School today, the children will remain in Worship to be a part of  
communion.  Families are invited to sit with their children in the Prayground, located  
in the West Transept. The nursery is open for children under 3. 



  

A community meal is prepared and served on Wednesday evenings at our South Street doors 
from 5:00-5:30 p.m. We are currently serving 32 members of the community.  
Many thanks to Dana Underwood for providing this week’s meal! 

Can you help with meals for 
CtV?  For more information or to 

sign up, contact Meredith.  

Martha Circle welcomes all women to join us as we 
begin a new Bible study on Wednesday, January 12 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Gathering Place. “What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me” is the Presbyterian  
Women’s study  of the women in Matthew’s  
genealogy of Jesus. We meet to study together and  
to support one another in our  journeys as Christian 
women in our world. You are invited to join us! 
 
If you are interested, contact Elaine Johns at 
emjohns513@aol.com or 269-323 -7395. 

… continues! Gather in our Sanctuary for a midweek 
time to focus and  ponder on our scripture  

for the week. 

Our new multi-church 4th, 5th, and 6th grade group kicks off TODAY from 4-5:00 p.m. We 
will meet on the 3rd floor of FPC. All are welcome!  Youth Group for grades 7-12 will also 
meet tonight from 5-7:00 p.m. in the dining room. Masks are required for all!  

It takes a village to help guide our children along on their faith journey, and we would love 
your help!  If you’d like to spend time with these amazing children by being in the teaching 
rotation for Sunday School, or by playing in the nursery, please contact Meredith.  We ask 
that all teachers and nursery assistants be fully vaccinated.  

Can you help provide a meal for the Youth Group on February 6, March 6, or March 20?   
Contact Meredith for more information or to sign up.  
 

mailto:emjohns513@aol.com


  

The voicemail in our telephone system is broken.  Please do NOT try to leave messages  
for staff, as we cannot retrieve them.  We are looking into a new system.  If you need to 
contact a staff member, do so by email. Thank you for understanding. 

The Green P’s will meet on January 11 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the church library. 
For more details, email sdrosekazoo@gmail.com 

 

Thursdays at 9:30 
 
Beginning on January 13, Pastor Chrissy will be leading the Women’s Bible Study in a 
study of the Minor Prophets. The 12 minor prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi) are called minor, 
not because they are of less importance, but because they are shorter books. We will 
spend four weeks listening to what they had to say in their context and thinking about 
what it means for us in ours. We’ll also delve into the funniest book in the Bible and have 
a bit of fun with that!  

First Presbyterian Church has chosen to partner with Bethany Christian Services to  
sponsor the Salarzai family (refugees from Afghanistan) as they settle into our  
community.  Initially, the family will have no means of transportation and will need our 
help to get to appointments, to run errands, etc. We have put together a transportation 
team to organize this effort, but realizing that people have busy lives and cannot always  
be available to drive, we are asking for additional volunteers to help with transporting  
this family.  
 
If you are interested in helping with this effort, please contact Bev Murray:  
269-352-0079 or bhmurray@charter.net 

 
“The closer we are to nature, the closer we are to God.” 

 
- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

mailto:bhmurray@charter.net
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Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

January 16 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

1 Corinthians 12:1-13; Luke 5:1-11 
 

January 23 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

January 30 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
 

February 6 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 2:1-11 


